
 

 

Automotive and Window Industry “Intelligent Drive” 

It dates to spring 1999 when I gave a lecture at board level for my former employer SCHÜCO.  
For the strategic development of the company, I presented the future importance of domotics. 
I chose a comparison out of the automotive industry for the future strategies of the window industry. 
This comparison should be taken up by many board members of that company the day after. 
 
Concretely, I showed in the picture a VW Beetle compared to an ASTON MARTIN DB7. 
The function of the beetle was essentially reduced to the transport of its driver and passengers from location 
A to B. 
The ASTON MARTIN demonstrated many additional features such as comfort (servo steering, automatic 
transmission, navigation system, air conditioning, electric windows, central locking, etc.), safety (ABS, 
airbags, etc.) and design (concealed door hinges, etc.). 
 
Coming to the conclusion: 
Further development in the window industry requires more functionalities of a "standard product", whether 
a window or a door, especially in terms of comfort, safety and design. 
On the one hand, to the customer benefit and, on the other hand, for the added value of the (window) 
manufacturer. 

The design of the VW Beetle had visible door hinges, just like almost every window and door at that time. 
In the following years concealed window accessories and concealed door hinges entered the window world - 
to the delight of the aesthetes. 

For the realisation of another very important function - energy saving -  I stimulated the electrification of the 
window. 
No, I do not mean energy saving by reducing the U-values that are achieved with larger profile depths, 
longer insulation bars, advanced materials, optimized gaskets and energy-efficient glass. 
This was a continuously ongoing part of the product development anyway. 
I rather stimulated the electrical control of the opening state of the window via a domotic, depending on the 
set-point room climate (temperature, relative humidity, etc.). 
This has been consistently implemented in the following years with electrified windows  
(Schüco TipTronic) and now enables energy-efficient cooling, heating and ventilation of buildings, in addition 
to safety-relevant functions such as the monitoring of the closing state. 

In the meantime, we must realise that not every VW Beetle has become an ASTON MARTIN and the 
development speed and market penetration of innovative products in the window industry probably does 
not have the speed which one connects with a sports car. 

Nevertheless, today there are more and more “intelligent windows” - we call this "Intelligent Drive". 
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